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PRESS RELEASE
For use after 1600 on 23 June 2004 :  

Energy regulator should have sustainable development duty, says think tank

The energy regulator, Ofgem, should have a duty to take account of sustainable  development, according to a new report, published by the think tank, Sustainability First and written by Gill Owen. 

Ofwat has a duty to take account of sustainable  development, but Ofgem does not. The House of Lords inserted an amendment into the Energy Bill, currently before the House Commons, to give Ofgem a similar duty, but the Government is attempting to remove it. 

Ted Cantle, Chairman of Sustainability First,  said :  “If a sustainable development duty is right for Ofwat, which we believe it is, then it is equally appropriate for Ofgem. We urge the Government to accept the amendment to the Energy Bill that would  give Ofgem a sustainable development duty. If they do not it will call into question their commitment to place sustainability at the heart rather than the margins of energy policy.” 

Report author, Gill Owen said : “The sustainability agenda is being inadequately addressed in both energy and water, but each area has lessons to learn from the other. In particular, the Government should consider either establishing a sustainable energy agency or giving an existing organisation  the power and duty to take part in key regulatory tasks to address the gaps in energy policy development. DEFRA also needs to address social issues in water, in the face of rising water bills.” 

ENDS 

Notes to editors :

1. Sustainability First (SF) aims to mainstream  sustainability into public policy by developing new ideas on major environmental issues, such as climate change, waste and transport. Its trustees are : Ted Cantle; Phil Barton; Trevor Pugh; John Hobson; Derek Osborn CBE; David Sigsworth.

2. The report “Economic regulation and sustainability” is available from SF, c/o CHPA, 35-37 Grosvenor Gardens, London, SW1W OBS. Hard copies cost  £10 (including post and packing; payment with order please); PDF copies available on the UKBCSE web site :  www.bcse.org.uk . The SF web site is in development. 

3. The report has been written by Dr Gill Owen, an energy policy consultant, Associate Fellow of the Centre for Management under Regulation at Warwick Business School and chair of the Public Utilities Access Forum. She is a former non-executive member of the board of Ofgem and former member of the Competition Commission. 

4. For further information contact : Gill Owen  : 01234 358163 
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